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TITLE: TORNADO TOWN TEXAS 
 

 

 

MAY 1987 AND TRAGEDY STRIKES TORNADO TOWN. 

 

THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY, BROUGHT TO YOU BY THIS STATION AND THE SAVE 

TEXAS HISTORY PROGRAM OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 

 

MAY 22, 1987. SARAGOSA, IN FAR WEST TEXAS.  FOR A HUNDRED YEARS, THE 

POPULATION HERE HAS HOVERED AROUND 200.  TONIGHT, MOST ARE GATHERED 

FOR A PRE-SCHOOL GRADUATION AT THE TOWN HALL.  AS KIDS IN LITTLE CAPS 

AND GOWNS CROSS THE STAGE, SOMEONE BUSTS IN…  

 

MOMENTS LATER, A HALF-MILE WIDE TWISTER SLAMS INTO THE BUILDING.  OVER 

30 OF THE TOWN’S 183 RESIDENTS ARE KILLED, 121 INJURED.  THE TOWN, IS GONE.  

 

BUT THIS ISN’T THE FIRST TIME.  IN 1938, SARAGOSA WAS WIPED OUT BY A 

TWISTER AND REBUILT TO THE SOUTH. TORNADOES ALSO HIT IN ‘64 AND ‘77.   

TODAY THE TOWN LIVES ON, WITH ABOUT 200 RESIDENTS. 

 

THE SARAGOSA TORNADO STRUCK 25 YEARS AGO, THIS WEEK IN TEXAS HISTORY. 

 

LEARN MORE AT SAVETEXASHISTORY.ORG OR CALL 800-998-4GLO.  
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